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March 7, 1954

| greet you my fellow compatriots in a traditional Polish way: Praised be Jesus Christ!

Our twentieth century is called the century of progress, knowledge and enlightenment.

People, especially those of small and weak faith in God, and all the more, those of no

faith, sing their praises to this trinity, especially to the material progress, shallow and

superficial, deceitful knowledge in order to weaken or eradicate from human souls faith

in God and divine Providence! Those adorers of knowledge, progress and enlightenment

placed this trinity of gods, on the altars of the world and humanity and the real God and

the sacred Trinity they shoved off, and dragged from the altars of human minds and hearts, university
cathedras; public debates and in published articles they don’t even mention the need for God and
faith! They ascribe everything to nature and fate. They do it shrewdly, on basis of knowledge. They
ascribe it to the enlightened human mind and not to God, the Creator! People like people, read, listen,
and slowly become indifferent and irreligious because they want to imitate those so called educated
wise, and begin to count themselves among the progressive! They stop believing in God

and believe in sorcery and superstitions, in magic and witches, in fortune-tellers, in astrology

and astrologers, in foxes’ paws and rabbit’s tails, dreams and other ludicrous nonsense! Only
backward and uneducated people believe in such idiocies! The statistics show that American elite
believe in such nonsense and pay big money for that! People with modern education, who

have too much in their pockets but empty heads, drought in their hearts and emptiness

in their souls! Our people are not an exception! They throw money away on gypsies,

on fortune-tellers, enchantments, charms. To some extent also believe in those charms,

especially, because in the last few months | received letters to verify if there was any truth

to those phenomena. My husband is a good man. He works hard and does not throw money away,
but he does not go to church and does not pray. In order to avoid offending God | don’t say anything!
But he believes in dreams. He bought himself a dream book and interprets the neighbors’ dreams

to them. There is no evening when several people would come to get interpretation. He says that

the dream book is his Bible! If, father Justin, you would say something. He listens to the Sunday
program. To tell the truth, he listens and then criticizes everything and invents! But, perhaps, your
talk might help.” Here is an excerpt from another letter: “My woman got ‘a bee in her bonnet’ ”!

It happened suddenly, unexpectedly, because ten or so months she behaved normally. Sometimes we
became a bit annoyed with each other and mouthed off to me, but | paid no attention. Then she left
to some kind of party. She came back from the party with a very swollen face and sobbing. She said
that a cross-eyed lady cast a spell on her! Second or third day after that our neighbor lady suggested
that she go to some lady living on the other side of our town who will undo the spell. My wife listened.
She went there several times, but the spell still exists. She stays home like an outcast saying very little.
And if she says anything it is very sharp and unpleasant!

“You Will Not Believe in Dreams!”

Who gave this reprimand? No one else except God himself, through the mouth of the Prophet: “You
will not follow the fortune-tellers or believe in dreams!” | doubt that there exists anything more
universal in the world than the talk and belief in dreams! There is not a morning where the members
of the family, one or another, would recount his/her dream and the others drew conclusions. Some
make a joke out of that, others, again take it very seriously. It is rare that the people would not buy
a book of dreams to make interpretation of these easier. Let me say that these dream books are
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nutrition for the weak minded, for the naive, and gullible! The dream book is the printed nonsense

to swindle some money out of the foolish! It is imperative to mention here that almost all the ancient
people interpreted, and to some extent believed, in dreams and for this they had to suffer. Holding
unto the Holy Scriptures, the teaching, history and tradition of the church, we come to conclusion

that dreams are triple in kind, namely: some come from God, others come from ourselves, our actions,
our imagination and our blood work.” Third type comes from the dark spirit! Which and what kind

of dreams are from God? Dreams from God are those which present to us a very serious and important
matter generally incline us to good! Listen how the suffering and patient Job called to God saying:
“Now you will frighten me through dreams.” And in another place Job says: “When the sleep over-
comes the mortals and they sleep in their bed, then God opens the eyes of men and teaches them
discipline, to lead them away from evil. The Scriptures have very many examples of this where God,
through dreams, revealed matters which actually were fulfilled. Here are some examples: Patriarch
Jacob had a dream in which he a ladder reaching up to the heavens, on which the angels went up

and down. At the very top of the ladder God stood who promised to give this land to Jacob’s posterity.
And this came to pass. Joseph, the son of Jacob, when he was a child had a dream that he was in the
field with his brothers bundling the wheat. Joseph’s sheaf stood up and his brothers’ sheaves bowed

to it. Then he had another dream, that sun, moon and eleven stars bowed to him. When later Joseph
narrated the dream to his father and brothers, his father rebuked him saying: “What do you think that
your mother, 1, and your brothers, will bow to you to the ground?” From that moment on, his
brothers were angry with Joseph. Joseph’s father kept silent. Later, his brothers treacherously sold him
to Egypt! Joseph was thrown in prison where he explained dreams to two servants and eventually to
the king of Egypt himself. Joseph’s predictions came true! When Joseph became ruler of Egypt, he
invited his father Jacob to come. On that journey Jacob had a dream, in which God spoke to him:

“| am the God of your father, don’t be afraid. Go to Egypt, for there | will make you into a great nation!”
And it happened as God had said. Salomon had a dream that God appeared to him and said: “Ask for
anything you want, and | will give you.” Salomon asked for knowledge and wisdom to rule God’s
people. God gave him that and added riches! To St. Joseph, the Guardian of Jesus, an angel appeared

in his dream and said: “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary, your wife, for that which
will be born of her was begotten by the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son and you will name him Jesus,

he will save the people from their sins!” When the Three Kings looked for the newborn Savior to give
him homage, Herod asked them to return to let him know where they found the newborn king. But

the angel of God warned the Wise Men in a dream not to return to Herod because he intended to kill
the baby. The Kings returned to their countries by a different route. Also, through a dream, St. Joseph
was warned to take the baby and his Mother to Egypt and remain there, until he will be told when to
return.

Saint Paul, while in Corinth, had a vision of Our Lord who appeared to himin a dream, and strengthened
him that he should not be afraid and preach the teaching of God, because no one and nothing will harm
him. Later, in Jerusalem, Jesus said to him: “Be steadfast! Just as you gave witness to me in Jerusalem,
50 you must also do in Rome!” Later, while on the ship, journeying to Rome, the angel told the Apostle
that there will be a severe storm on the sea, but because of his presence on the ship, everyone will be
saved! “Don’t be afraid, Paul, it is necessary that you appear before Caesar, God has given you all these
people on the ship with you!” In the history of the church and the lives of the saints we read a lot where
God Almighty in the dream warned, consoled and pointed out His Divine will, to certain chosen ones. For
example: When our Father, St. Francis founded our order, wrote the rule and went from Assisi to Pope
Innocent the third, who at that time resided in the Lateran, at the basilica of St. John, with a petition to
approve the Rule. The Pope, seeing a beggar before him, wasted by fasting, barefoot, wearing a habit of
coarse material such as peasants used for making bags for wheat, in addition, a thick rope around his
waist, a simple uneducated man, very unceremoniously did not approve the Franciscan Rule. The
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following night, however, in a dream, the Pope saw how the Lateran Basilica tilted and seemed to topple
over, then that poor man came and with his whole body supported the church, prevented it from falling,
and straightened it up. The Pope recognized the will of God and the usefulness of the Franciscan Order
to the Church. The Pope ordered the holy founder to come to him, approved the Rule and signed it! The
night the Blessed John of Dukla died, a woman completely blind for ten years, had a dream about him.
He said to this woman: “It is the will of God that tomorrow by my coffin, you should see!” So the next
day this woman asked to be led to his funeral. Kneeling by the coffin, she prayed earnestly. At that
moment, it seemed to her that a type of scales fell off her eyes. She completely regained her eyesight in
the midst of the crowd participating in the funeral. This miracle was confirmed by three doctors in the
process of beatification. St. Augustine, great of soul and a giant of mind, who studied deeply many
things and wrote about many things, wanted to describe the glory and the joy of eternal life; but St.
Jerome appeared to him in the dream and told him: “Augustine, stop writing about what you now
cannot comprehend. You will understand them when you find yourself in the same place where | am
today!” In the life of St. Martin, Bishop, we read, that this great servant of God, while still a soldier and
as a catechumen, preparing for the Sacrament of Baptism, not having anything to give a poor man cut
his soldier’s cloak in half and gave it to the poor man. The following night Christ appeared to him
covered with the half of his cloak, said to the Angels: “Martin, the catechuman, covered me with this
cloak!” There are many such examples. Serious dreams have meaning and are from God. Wise people
considered them from God and benefited by them greatly. Because we cannot always know and
understand, we must be very careful. We are not very saintly, do not have much purity of heart, as
those people before us. Even if we have the most serious dreams, we cannot immediately believe that
these dreams come from God. We cannot interpret the dreams ourselves. God himself warns us against
that. “You will not believe in dreams.” “Insane bards and lying fortune-tellers the dreams of bad people
are worthless, do not take them to heart, unless they were sent by God. That is, if in that dream one
receives clear instruction to leave wrong-doing behind and turn to do good. Sometime a deceased
person appears to us in a dream and asks for prayers. This kind of dream is quite clear and
understandable and if possible should be fulfilled. But if the dream is unclear and difficult to understand,
then it should not be interpreted by ourselves; we should turn to others for interpretation: because, as
the Scriptures instruct many were led into falsehoods, and fell who put their hope in them!” The second
kind of dreams come from ourselves. From what we do, what we think, what we eat. Pay no attention to
such dreams; these dreams should be completely ignored. Sometimes the dreams present real things.
For example, Plinius, a Roman scholar, had a dream that he became blind. And, in fact, he woke up
unseeing! Romuald, abbot, blind for years, dreamed that he was seeing, and in fact, he woke up seeing!
These are natural feelings and actions of the soul. Similar occurrences are many, not only in the history,
but also in the lives of people of our times. The third kind of dreams come from the evil spirit.

Satan, the enemy of God and people, openly tempts people to evil, so much more he’ll do it in dreams.
We should avoid such dreams at all costs! If he cannot incline someone to evil in broad daylight he tries
to do it in dreams.

Frequently pretending to be the angel of light! The Scriptures warn us. “As the one who grabs the
shadows and chases the wind, he gives credence to false dreams!” Because false bars and lying fortune-
tellers, and bad dreams are useless! Do not pay attention to false dreams, because they prophesy
falsely!” Amidst various nonsense, rooted among our people, is the belief in some kind of sorcery to
avert evil. At this moment, | can almost hear how angry some are with me. They say, apparently Father
Justin never read that saints with prayer and the sign of the cross performed miracles. | know about
them perfectly well! But those were saints, to whom merciful God gave the power to perform these
miraculous deeds! Prove it to me that these fortune-tellers are holy people or at least saintly! Usually
these are people of suspicious characters and suspicious deeds, fraudulent and dishonest, without
Conscience and morals! They say, that they do say prayers. Possible! But listen to those prayers and see
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what sense they make. There’s nothing but a mixture of words, senseless and meaningless. Such “tere
fere, kuku” should have miraculous results? Listen to this example. It’s taken from real life. When | was
still a young boy, we lived in Everson, Pa. There was a woman known to the whole region for her ability
to heal people from various charms, pains and all kinds of ills. She healed not only people but

also animals. As the Americans say “she really went the limit!” People were coming to her from all parts
of the country. Women praised her sky high. The men cursed. She continued her tricks any way. | was
either eleven or twelve years old, with the then pastor, now deceased, went from house to house
blessing food for Easter. It was Holy Saturday, | was an altar boy. It was in the house of that miraculous
healer, that the women gathered with their baskets of food to be blest. There were about thirty persons
for the ceremony. The pastor blest the baskets of food, spoke briefly to those gathered and to the
amazement of all called the “miracle healer” for questioning. The woman without hesitation described
the method and the procedure of healing. The system was the same whether the person suffered with
bad stomach, had a headache, or heart. She took in hand regular sickle or a frying pan, waved it over the
sore spot, whispered some mysterious words. | don’t remember all the words but certain ones remained
in my memory: “I mowed oats and wheat, winter corn and vegetables! St. Lawrence was baked on the
grill, if you illness will not leave | will bake and grill you, too. Then she breathed three times and made
the sign of the cross over the part. After this, | waited curiously to hear what pastor Szmigiel would say.
He just glanced knowingly at those gathered, praised the Lord and we left to the next house. The lesson,
However, did not fall on bad soil. From that Holy Saturday the star of the “miracle healer” began to dim.
In a short while went out completely. The moral of the lesson: If you are ill, go to the doctor!

Just as the humble prayer and deep faith brings results from God, the same belief in various sorceries

Is a sin, and leads a person to mistakes and ridicule! What lack of prudence to believe in charms. When
someone looks at the person crookedly that whatever ill that person thought will befall the one who
was looked at crookedly? Why doesn’t someone charm those who do not believe in charms? Whoever
wants to goggle at me let him/her goggle! His/her charm will not do me any harm, | am not afraid of
him/her and | do not believe that he/she would harm me. Believing in charms is childish, imprudent and
sinful!

We also have people who stubbornly believe in nightmares. Some of these nightmares disturb people,
others disturb animals especially horses. Nightmares are dreams, illusions, fantasies; in other words
nothing. Can nothing choke someone? Torment someone? Undoubtedly you have read about actions of
your blood! If it is infected it is the cause of various illnesses, despair, madness; when it surges suddenly,
the person can fall dead. Here is what professor Laponi writes: “Many experience this; when they are
falling asleep, they suddenly quiver that they almost lift of the bed, and hey wake up. What cuses this
trembling? It is one’s own blood. To a few it becomes a nightmare, especially when someone is trying to
sleep on one’s back, and to him blood flows into his chest; in this dream it seems to him that something
heavy fell on him, then the person cannot move, he moans and groans. When the person awakens it
seems that a heavy load fell off of him. That’s because the blood began to circulate better, and the
blood which gathered in his chest begins to diffuse into other parts of the body. Frequently, when had
worked hard and is tired, or is tired from travel when he sits down everything becomes very stiff and he
can barely move, but when he begins to move then the work continues. And so after the whole day’s
work the person experiences stiffness. The nightmare, then, is just a fantasy of one’s mind, in the minds
of the gullible and the superstitious! There were no nightmares and there’s none now! What about the
presuppositions that horses are killed by nightmares. Listen to this true occurrence. At a certain rich
land owners place the servant who slept in barn with the horses, began telling other servants that from
a certain time a nightmare was riding the horses round the stable. So he said he will thank his employer
for the job but he will not sleep in the barn any longer. At first the owner laughed at the young man, but
one morning he entered the stable early to see what was going on in there. He saw that the horses were
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famished, the young man scared out of his mind and one horse looked so worn out that his whole back
and sides were covered with foam! His mane was all tangled up! The owner didn’t know what to think of
it all. He told the stable man that the next night they will spend together in the stable. So as soon as it
began growing dark, the owner and the stable boy hid the lantern in the box where the wheat was kept
hid themselves in one corner and waited. As soon as it grew dark they could hear the scraping and
squealing noises, the horses began to snort and grow uneasy, one horse reared up, broke the rope with
which he was tied and began running around the stable. Then the owner took the lantern out of the box
and lit up the scene. What did they see? They saw a number of huge rats which were running in the
trough. One of the rats sat on the running horse, its hind feet were firmly planted into the horse’s neck
and the rat was biting the horse mercilessly! Many such things are happening in the world. People,
instead of thinking of these incidents sanely, create insane stories about them or some kind of
enchantments! That’s all nonsense, voodooism! Witchcraft was practiced by simple folk, by now no
longer practiced. In the Acts of the Apostles we read that when the Apostle Paul came to Cyprus and
was preaching the gospel there was a man called Elimas who practiced witchcraft, he tried to interfere
with what Paul was teaching. Then Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit looked at Elimas and said: “You full of
treason and disloyalty, son of the devil, enemy of all justice, you will not stop turning the Lord’s straight
paths crooked. The hand of God is upon you. You will not see the sun. Immediately it grew dark for him.
He walked around seeking someone to give him a hand!” In the city of Samaria there was another witch
called Symon, who seeing how the Apostles with God’s help performed miracles, which he couldn’t do,
he received baptism so that he too could do miraculous deeds. He was disappointed. So he asked the
Apostles to sell him for money the gifts of the Holy Spirit, then Peter, the Apostle said to him: “Let your
money go with you for your condemnation, because you thought that you could buy God’s gift for
money.” Then Symon renounced the sacrament of Baptism and faith! The place of God was taken by the
prince of darkness, and Symon continued his witchcraft business. When the Apostle went to Rome
Symon followed him in order to continue deceiving people. One time, in the sight of a very large crowd
he lifted himself into the air, as if he wanted to fly off to the sky. When St. Peter saw that he began to
pray: “Lord, show his hypocrisy, so that this people will not be led astray!” Symon fell to the ground and
ended his life. In ages past, belief in enchantments was widely spread and deeply rooted. Today there
are still remnants of that belief from pagan times, and are completely meaningless. In Poland in the
village of Kaszubian Trzebiatow there is a lake called the lake of the witches. Kaszubs strongly believed
that a woman who bathed in that lake became a witch! According to the belief of the people the woman
knew how to enchant people and cattle. The villagers blame this woman for enchantment if the cow
does not give milk, or the horse becomes lame or the piglet died or the son or daughter became ill. You
would never guess what comical mans the people use to recognize a witch. If the witch was to come to
someone’s house the people would put a broom over the threshold. If the witch entering the house did
not pick up the broom she was not a witch, because a real witch cannot step over the broom. Witches
use the brooms for their air travel. What nonsensical explanation! This is what a professor of theology
wrote: “The enchantments are used by cheaters and liars, the imprudent and gullible are afraid. Let
anyone whisper something, throw something or dig, it means nothing! Nothing evil will happen to me!
People of weak faith in God and little intelligence believe in such nonsense! To this he adds an
admonition of the Creator who called: “a soul who is inclined toward witchcraft, | will set my face
against her and will remove her from among the people!”




